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REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind, 
Talladega,  Alabama,  November  10,  1874. 

To  His  Excellency  David  P.  Lewis, 

Governor  of  Alabama: 

Sir: — I have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  the  four- 
teenth annual  report  of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind.  I respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  detailed  reports  of  the  several  officers,  which  show 
fully,  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Institution.  Your 
attention  is  especially  directed  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
Principal,  with  reference  to  the  proposed  amendment  of 
section  4 of  the  Act  of  December  18,  1871,  requiring  the 
counties  to  furnish  suitable  clothing  for  their  indigent  deaf 
and  dumb  and  blind  pupils.  The  change  proposed  will 
avoid  much  unnecessary  delay  and  trouble,  and  secure  in 
a more  direct  manner  the  object  designed  by  the  act. 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t, 

M.  H.  CRUIKSHANK, 
President  of  Board  of  Commissioners, 


SECRETARY’S  REPORT. 


Hon.  M.  H.  Cruikshank,  President  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind: 

Sir  : — I have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Principal  and  Treasurer  of  this  Institution, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1874. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  Board  of  Commissioners. 
Talladega.  Ala.,  Nov.  10,  1874. 
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PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Alabama 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report, 
as  directed  by  resolution  of  the  Board,  passed  Sept.  26th, 
1874.  Nothing  more  than  a simple  statement  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Institution  for  the  time  indicated  in  the  Sec- 
retary’s report  will  be  attempted. 


The  number  of  pupils  diming  the  past  year  was ....  67 

Mutes 52 

Blind 16—67 

Male  mutes 24 

Female  mutes .v 28 — 52 

Males  blind 11 

Females  blind 5 — 16 — 67 


The  number  reported  last  year  was  sixty-one,  showing 
an  increase  of  only  six. 

This  is  only  a small,  very  small  proportion  of  those  who 
ought  to  be  in  the  Institution,  which  has  been  provided  (by 
the  liberality  of  the  State)  for  their  benefit.  No  pains  have 
been  spared  to  induce  a larger  attendance.  The  capacity 
of  the  Institution  will  warrant  the  admission  of  one  hun- 
dred pupils.  No  suitable  person  has  been  refused  admit- 
tance. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  good.  Save  an  epi- 
demic of  measles,  no  serious  sickness  has  visited  us.  No 
accident  or  casualty  of  any  kind  has  occurred. 

The  work  in  the  school  rooms  has  been  carefully  and 
well  done.  The  progress  of  the  pupils  proved  this;  and 
those  of  the  public  who  visited  us  and  attended  the  closing 
exercises  in  July,  have  given  us  every  assurance  of  their 
approval. 

The  work-shops  have  been  only  partially  successful,  ow- 
ing to  several  untoward  circumstances.  The  shop  for  the 
blind  boys  has  been  a failure,  for  want  of  a competent  in- 
structor. This  has  not  yet  been  remedied.  The  shop  for 
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the  mutes  lias  been  more  successful ; but  being  unable  to 
find  sale  for  our  manufactured  articles,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  carry  it  on  upon  as  large  a scale  as  we  ought,  to 
make  it  self-sustaining.  We  hope  to  do  better  in  the 
future. 

Our  new  shop  building  is  admirably  adapted  for  the  pur- 
poses intended,  and  is  large  enough  for  all  future  demands. 
Having  included  all  shop  expenses  in  our  current  account 
elsewhere,  no  separate  statement  of  them  Avill  be  made. 

No  change  in  the  officers  or  teachers  has  been  made,  ex- 
cept in  the  instance  of  Matron.  Mrs.  S.  M.  James  re- 
signed her  position  as  Matron  at  the  close  of  the  school 
year,  June  30,  1874,  and  no  one  has  as  yet  been  appointed 
to  succeed  her.  The  duties  of  Matron  are  discharged  by 
Mrs.  Johnson,  aided  by  Mrs.  Groom  as  house-keeper. 

Appended  to  this  report  may  be  seen  a statement  of  the 
amounts  received  and  disbursed  by  me  since  date  of  last 
report. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  me  is  ten  thousand, 
three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents, 
($10,362  67). 

Whole  amount  expended,  including  repairs,  furniture, 
materials  for  shops,  wages  of  masters  of  shops,  clothing 
for  indigent  pupils,  &c.,  is  ten  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
ten  dollars  and  five  cents,  ($10,210  05) — leaving  a balance 
in  my  hands  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
sixty-two  cents,  ($142  62).  Add  to  this  amount  the  sum 
of  five  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars 
and  twenty  cents,  ($5,377  20),  paid  salaries  for  the  year, 
and  you  have  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  the  total 
amount  of  expenditures  for  the  year. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
cost  per  capita  for  board  and  tuition,  including  everything, 
(in  both  educational  and  mechanical  departments,)  medi- 
cal bills,  &c.,  has  been  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents. 

We  have  on  hand  three  hundred  dollars  worth  of  boots 
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and  shoes  and  shoe-shop  materials,  together  with  a small 
stock  of  broom  material. 

BUILDINGS  AND  PREMISES. 

The  buildings  and  premises  have  been  carefully  kept  and 
are  much  improved.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Board, 
the  Improvement  Committee  has  in  course  of  construction 
a neat  and  substantial  front  fence,  extending  the  entire 
width  of  our  northern  boundary — nine  hundred  feet.  The 
fence  is  of  beautiful  hard-burnt  brick,  surmounted  by  a 
neat  wood  paling,  securely  fastened  to  the  wall,  which  is 
one  foot  in  thickness,  by  iron  bolts  and  brackets.  The 
gate  in  front  is  of  iron,  hung  to  brick  posts.  The  drive- 
way gate  is  self-opening  and  shutting,  of  Colton’s  patent. 
The  whole,  when  finished,  will  add  greatly  to  our  comfort 
and  convenience,  as  well  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  place. 

The  only  serious  objection  to  be  urged  against  our  loca- 
tion at  present  is  the  absence  of  a supply  of  water.  Our 
only  resource  is  from  cisterns.  Three  which  we  have  on 
the  premises  usually  afford  us  a full  supply,  but  in  times 
of  long  continued  drought,  as  at  present,  we  are  foroed  to 
economize  where  economy  ought  never  to  be  practiced. 

Located  where  we  are,  wells  can  not  be  resorted  to,  ow- 
ing to  the  great  depth  necessary  to  be  reached  to  secure 
water.  The  only  chance  to  remedy  this  great  need  is  to 
bring  water  from  the  large  spring  five  hundred  yards  west 
of  us.  I beg  to  suggest  that  steps  be  taken  as  soon  as  the 
Board  can  do  so,  to  secure  us  an  abundant  supply  of  pure 
water. 

I will  conclude  this  brief  report,  by  simply  alluding  to  a 

matter  which  has  been  referred  to  a committee  of  your 

%> 

body — Messrs.  McAfee  and  Walden — and  which  I have  no 
doubt  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  I refer  to  the  subject 
of  clothing  for  those  of  our  pupils  who  are  unable  them- 
selves, and  whose  friends  are  unable  to  furnish  them  with 
sufficient  clothing.  The  law,  as  it  stands  on  the  statute 
book,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1871,  reads  as 
follows : 
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“ In  all  cases,  where  the  parents  of  pupils  sent  to  the 
institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  are  too 
poor  to  furnish  themselves  with  good  and  sufficient 
clothing,  or  where  said  pupils  are  without  parents,  and  un- 
able to  furnish  themselves  with  such  clothing,  the  judge  of 
the  county  court  of  the  county  from  which  they  are  sent, 
shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Principal,  who  shall  procure 
the  necessary  clothing,  and  charge  the  same  to  said  county ; 
present  the  account,  with  the  voucher,  to  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  who,  thereupon,  shall  draw  upon  the 
County  Treasurer  for  the  amount  so  charged  to  the  county  ;* 
and  said  county  shall  annually  assess  and  collect,  by  tax, . 
the  amount  necessary  to  pay  said  order,  or  orders ; and  if 
said  county  shall  fail  to  do  so,  the  circuit  court  in  said 
county  shall,  on  application  therefor,  compel  the  same  by 
mandamus.” 

“ It  was  thought  when  the  foregoing  act  was  passed,  that 
it  would  afford  us  the  relief  desired.  But  we  find,  after 
three  years  trial,  that  the  plan  is  practically  inoperative, 
having  succeeded  only  in  two  instances  in  securing  pay- 
ments from  the  counties,  (the  counties  of  Tallapoosa  and 
Franklin).  The  amendment  proposed,  is,  that  after  secur- 
ing the  certificate  of  the  County  Judge  as  provided  in  the 
foregoing  act,  to  have  the  amount  of  the  warrant  or  war- 
rants on  the  respective  County  Treasurers  placed  to  the 
Institution  fund  and  charged  up  to  the  counties.  This,  we 
think,  can  readily  be  done,  costing  nothing  to  the  State  to 
have  the  amounts  collected — whilst,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
it  will  cost  more  to  the  Institution  to  collect  these  small 
amounts,  than  the  whole  amounts  to.” 


The  “Convention  of  American  Instructors  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  ” held  its  last  session  at  Belleville,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario,  Canada.  The  Principal  and  one  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  this  Institution,  by  direction  of 
the  Board,  were  present,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  result  of  their  observations,  after  carefully 
analyzing  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  : 
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There  were  present  delegates  from  almost  every  Institu- 
tion in  the  British  American  Provinces,  as  well  as  those 
from  the  United  States — both  those  institutions  where  you 
use  the  sign  language,  and  those  who  undertake  to  teach 
deaf  mutes  by  means  of  spoken  language,  were  present. 
The  rival  methods  of  teaching  mutes  to  speak  and  of  edu- 
cating them  by  means  of  spoken  language,  were  represent- 
ed in  full  force,  and  the  subject  warmly  and  fully  discussed, 
without,  however,  arriving  at  any  (to  us)  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

The  friends  of  the  old  French  method  of  instruction,  in- 
cluding all  those  Institutions  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
old  Parent  Institution  at  Hartford,  seem  not  to  have  been  at 
all  unsettled  in  their  long  entertained  opinions, — that  theirs 
is  the  best  plan  of  instruction  for  the  education  of  deaf 
mutes  of  which  we  know  anything. 

Many  valuable  papers  on  subjects  closely  connected  with 
the  construction  and  management  of  Institutions,  and  upon 
the  best  modes  of  gaining  the  best  results,  in  our  school 
rooms,  were  read  and  discussed. 

The  convention  was  most  bountifully  and  hospitably  en- 
tertained by  the  Institution  at  Belleville,  (under  Dr.  Pal- 
mer), and  by  the  good  people  of  Belleville. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  return  m3'  sin- 
cere thanks  in  my  own  behalf  and  in  behalf  of  the  Institu- 
tion and  its  officers,  to  your  honorable  body  for  the  unflag- 
ging interest  }rou  have  manifested,  and  the  unstinted  labor 
you  have  given  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 
Each  and  all  of  3^011  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance b}r  all  of  us. 

Committing  the  Institution  and  its  interests  into  3’our 
hands  and  into  the  hands  of  a wise  and  generous  public, 
and  firml}’  trusting  in  an  overruling  Providence,  and  the 
goodness  of  God, 

I am  yours  most  respectfull}', 

Jo.  H.  Johnson, 
Principal. 
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JO.  H.  JOHNSON,  PRINCIPAL, 

In  Account  with  the  Alabama  Institution 

for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 
Db. 

Oct.  11,  1873.  To  cash  of  Treasurer  on  4th  quarter, 

1873 $2,000  00 

Jan.  3,  1874.  To  cash  of  Treasurer  on  1st  quarter  1874  2,771  45 
April  4,  1874.  To  cash  of  Treasurer  on  2d  quarter  1874  3,380  45 
July  4,  1874.  TocashofTreasirrer  on  3d  quarter  1874..  2,200  77 

$10,352  67 
Cb. 

By  amount  due  Principal  as  per  last  report. $ 230  65 

By  current  expenses  of  4th  quarter  1873. 2,489  50 

By  clothing  account  “ “ “ “ 51  29 

By  current  expenses  of  1st  quarter  1874 3,307  43 

By  clothing  account  “ “ “ “ 72  72 

By  current  expenses  of  2d  quarter  1874 2,080  32 

By  clothing  account  “ “ “ “ 120  45 

By  current  expenses  of  3d  quarter  1874 1,851  36 

By  clothing  account  “ “ “ “ 6 02 

$10,210  05 
Db. 

To  amount  in  Principal’s  hands  to  balance 142  62 

$10,352  67 

Amount  paid  salaries $ 5,377  20 

Total  amount  expended $15,587  25 

Amount  in  Principal’s  hands,  as  above $142  52 

Audited,  compared  and  approved. 

G.  T.  McAfee, 

\V.  Taylob, 

Auditing  Committee  of  Board  of  Trustees. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Of  the  Alabama  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  in  Ac- 
count with  A.  G.  Storey,  Treasurer,  from  October  1,  1873,  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1874. 

1873 — Oct  25.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
Board  Commissioners,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs. 

E.  M.  Johnson,  Teacher, — No.  1 $ 125  00 

Oct.  29.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C. , 
draft  in  favor  of  Jo.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, — 

No.  2 2,000  00 

Oct  29.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  Teacher, — 

No.  3 118  75 

Oct.  31.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom,  House- 
keeper,— No.  4 G2  50 

Nov.  1.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omberg,  Music 

Teacher,— No.  5 150  00 

Nov.  3.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Hoge,  Teacher, — 

No.  0 118  75 

Nov.  6.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Mi's.  M.  S.  James,  Matron, — 

No.  7 75  00 

• Nov.  7.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  It  It.  Asbury,  Teacher, — 

No.  8 312  50 

Nov.  7.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Johnson,  Teacher, — 

No.  9 125  00 

Nov.  28.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom,  House- 
keeper,— No.  10 02  50 

Dec.  18.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 

draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  Teacher, — No.  11..  118  75 

Dec.  18.  To  amount  paid  M.  II.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  lavor  of  W.  8.  Johnson,  Teacher, — 

No.  12 118  75 

Dec.  18.  To  amount,  20  per  cent,  discount,  on  $5,888  70 

State  certificates,  sold  in  Mobile,  Ala. — No.  13..  1,177  75 

Dec.  18.  To  amount  A.  G.  Strong’s  expenses  to,  in  and 
from  Montgomery  and  Mobile  on  business  for 
Alabama  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and 

Blind— No.  14. 02  85 

Dec.  18.  To  amount  paid  M.  G.  Rhodes,  express  charges 

on  $1,512  00  from  Mobile — No.  15 4 25 
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Dec.  21.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Craikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  E.  E.  Asbury,  Teacher,— 

No.  16 312  50 

Dec.  26.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C ., 
draft  in  favor  of  Jo.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, 

No.  17 750  00 

Dec.  26.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Jo.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, 

No.  18 375  00 

Dec.  26.  To  15  per  cent,  discount  on  $480  00  State  certif- 
icates sold — No.  19 72  00 

1874 — Jan.  5.  To  10  per  cent,  discount  on  $5,520  00  State  cer- 
tificates sold — No.  20 552  00 

5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 

draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  Teacher — No.  21..  118  75 

5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  A.  G.  and  J.  A.  Storey — 

No.  22 60  38 

5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  O., 

draft  in  favor  of  E.  E.  Asbury,  Teacher, — 

No.  33 312  50 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 

draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, — 

No.  24 2,771  45 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal, — 

No.  25 375  00 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  Teacher, — - 

No.  26 118  75 

5.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C. , 
draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  S.  M.  James,  Matron, 

No.  27 75  00 

8.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Craikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omberg,  Music 

Teacher, — No.  28 150  00 

20.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 

. draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Croom,  House- 
keeper,— No.  29 62  50 

20.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C,, 
draft  in  favor  of  Miss  M,  E.  Toney,  Teacher,— 

No.  30 75  00 

20.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Johnson,  Teacher, — 

No.  31 125  00 

Apr.  6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  P.  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal,— 

No.  32 3,379  45 
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10.  To  amount  discount  on  $100  00  State  certificates 


sold  at  90  cents — No.  33 16  00 

18.  To  amount  discount  on  $100  00  State  certificates 

sold  at  81  cents — No.  34 19  00 

May  6.  To  amount  discount  on  $1,000  00  State  certifi- 
cates sold  at  81  £ cents — No.  35 185  00 

6.  To  amount  paid  on  $3,500  00  State  certificates  sold 

at  81  cents— No.  36 665  00 

6.  To  amount  J.  A.  Storey’s  expenses  to,  in  and 
from  Montgomery,  to  collect  warrant  and  sell 

State  certificates — No.  37 19  50 

1874 — May  7.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  Pres’t  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  R.  R.  Asbury,  Teacher. — 

No.  38 312  50 

22.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  Pres’t  B.  C., 
draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal. — 

No.  39 375  00 

22.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  Teacher. 

No.  40 118  75 

22.  To  amount  paid  M.  H . Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Johnson, 

Teacher. — No.  41 125  00 

22.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  W.  S.  Johnson,  Teach- 
er.—No.  42 ’ 118  75 

28.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omberg,  Music 

Teacher.— No.  43 160  00 

June  30.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom, 

House-keeper. — No.  44 62  50 

July  1.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  M.  E.  Toney, 

Teacher. — No.  45 75  00 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  E.  Omberg,  Mu- 
sic Teacher. — No.  46 150  00 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Princi- 
pal.—No.  47 37500 

6.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  Princi- 
pal.—No.  48 2,200  77 

6 . To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft 
er. — No.  49 


112  50 
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16.  To  amount  of  J.  A.  Storey’s  expenses  to,  in  and 
from  Montgomery,  to  collect  Warrant  and  sell 

State  Certificates. — No.  50  18  40 

16.  To  amount  of  discount  on  $1,000  State  Certifi- 
cates sold  at  80c. — No.  51 200  00 

16.  To  amount  of  discount  on  $2,000  State  Certifi- 
cates sold  at  78c. — No.  52 440  00 

16.  To  amount  of  discount  on  $1,500  State  Certifi- 

cates sold  at  774-- — No.  53 337  50 

17.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 

B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  R.  R.  Asbury,  Teacher. 

No.  54 312  50 

17.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Hoge,  Teacher. 

No.  55 ■ 112  50 

17.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Mrs.  A.  E.  Johnson, 

Teacher  — No.  56 125  00 

-Sept.  1 . To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  faver  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Groom, 

House-Keeper.  — No.  57 75  00 

10.  To  amount  paid  M.  H.  Cruikshanks,  President 
B.  C.,  draft  in  favor  of  Miss  M.  E.  Toney, 

Teacher. — No.  58 75  00 

30.  To  amount  of  State  Certificates  on  hand  and 

brought  down 4,240  00 

To  amount  of  Currency  on  hand  and  brought 
down . : . 778  24 


$26,112  04 

CONTRA. 

1873 —  Oct.  1.  By  amount  on  hand,  as  shown  in  my  report  of 

30th  September,  1873 — 

Amount  in  Currency S 642  68 

“ Certificates 6,000  00 

Dec.  13.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 
cates  4,500  00 

13.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 
cates  90^  00 

13.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 
cates— balance  due  to  1st  December,  1873. . . . 488  76 

1874 —  April  6.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 

cates, April  issue 4,500  00 

May  6.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 
cates, April  issue. 4,500  00 
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July  16.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 


cates, July  issue 4,500  00 

16.  By  amount  received  on  Warrant  in  State  Certifi- 
cates, April  issue 80  60 

$ 26,112  04 

Sept.  30.  By  amount  of  State  Certificates  on  hand $ 4,240  00 

“ Currency  on  hand 778  24 

30.  By  amount  in  Currency  and  State  Certificates. . .$  5,018  24 


Ccrr  and  County  of  Talladega,  Alabama. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  certify 
that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  account  and  statement  of 
the  Treasurer  of  said  Institution,  and  compared  the  same  with  the  vouch- 
ers sustaining  said  account  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Board, 
and  find  the  same  to  be  correct  and  true,  as  stated  on  the  foregoing  pages. 

GREEN  T.  McAFEE, 

W.  TAYLOR, 

Auditing  Committee. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

I 

The  following  newspapers  have  kindly  furnished  the 
Institution— for  the  use  of  pupils — with  copies  of  their 
papers  without  charge  : 


No 

Name. 

Daily  oe  Weekly. 

Office  of  Publication. 

1 

Advertiser 

Daily 

Montgomery,  Ala 

2 

State  Journal 

do 

do.  do. 

3 

Argus 

Weekly 

Selma,  Ala. 

4 

Commonwealth 

do 

Atlanta,  Ga 

5 

Guide 

do.  

Columbiana,  Ala 

6 

Chronicle 

do 

Oxford,  Ala 

7 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Chronicle 

do.  2 copies . . . 

Columbus,  Ohio 

8 

Silent  World 

do.  do. 

Washington.  D.  C . . 

9 

Watchtower  

do 

Talladega,  Ala 

10 

Mountain  Home 

do.  . 

do  do. . 

11 

Pelican 

do 

Baton  Rouge,  La  . 

12 

Mexico  Independent 

do 

Mexico,  N.  Y. . 

13 

Iron  Age 

do 

Birmingham,  Ala 

14 

Kentucky  D’  Mute 

do 

Danville,  Ky 

15 

Mute  Journal 

Nebraska,  2 copies 

Omaha,  Neb 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  officers  of  the  Selma,  Rome 
& Dalton  Rail  Road,  the  Mobile  & Montgomery  Road,  and 
the  Montgomery  & Eufaula  Road  for  favors  shown  to 
pupils  passing  over  their  respective  lines; 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS. 


No 


Name. 


1 Boll.  Willie  T 

2 Bethune,  Sam  W . . 

3 Brumlage,  Henry  J 

4 Campbell.  Zilpbia. . 

5 Christian,  Mary  C. . 

6 Cardinal,  Louise. . . 

7 Cox,  Henry 

8 Cox,  Jane 

9 Dickey,  Ellen 

10  Daughdrill,  Colin. . 

11  Davidson,  W.  G. . . 

12  Davidson,  Isaac. . . 

13  Flemming,  Fannie. 

14  Flemming,  Mattie. 

15  Groom,  EllaZ 

16  Gardner 

17  Hughs,  Juo.  F.... 

18  Hyder,  Lewis 

1!)  Hughs,  Martha .... 

20  Driver,  A.  J 

21  Cartright,  Wm .... 

22  Farr,  Edward 

23  Davis,  Alice 

24  Davis,  Julia 

25  McClinton,  Martha 

26  Moore,  Jesse 

27  White,  Frank 

28  Knox,  Lamar 

29  Parrish,  Green .... 
30 Parrish,  Sophy.... 

31  Teague,  Samuel . . . 

32  Paisou,  Allen 

33  McKinley,  James. . 

34  Rucker,  Daniel. . . . 

35  Toney,  Georgia .... 

36.  Toney,  Lidia 

37  Toney,  Tenelle .... 

38  Owens,  Jenny 

30  Harris,  Willie 

40  Long,  Louisa 

41  Long,  Mattie 

42Cowsert,  Ellen 

43  Wakefield,  Sally. . . 

44  Morgan,  Algerina.  . 

45  Morgan,  Sarah.  . . . 

46  Morgan,  Jane 

47  Morgan,  George.. . . 

48  McCaine,  Emma. . . 
40  McCaine,  Jenny. . . 

50  Cooper,  M.  E 

51  Roberts,  Osceola.  . . 

52  Shackelford,  Frank 

53  Wallace,  Bedding. . 

54  Wheeter,  Thomas. . 


Residence. 


Barbour  county 


. Pike 

do. 

. Crenshaw 

do. 

. Barbour 

do. 

. Perrv 

da 

. Montgomery  coun 

.St.  Clair 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Montgomery  do. 

. Mobile 

do. 

. Henry 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. Mobile 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Wilcox 

do. 

. Montgomery  do. 

.Pickens 

do. 

. Jackson 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Baker 

da 

. Montgomery  do. 

. Greene 

do. 

. Etowah 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Shelby 

do. 

. Chambers 

do. 

Pickens 

do. 

. Talladega 

do. 

Dale 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. Jackson 

do. 

. Coosa 

do. 

. Franklin 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Bullock 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. Butler 

do. 

tin. 

do. 

. Connecuh 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Pickens 

do. 

. Calhoun 

do. 

. Wilcox 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. do. 

do. 

. Chambers 

do. 

.Clay 

do. 

do. 

do. 

. Calhoun 

do. 

. Shelby 

do. 

.Lee 

do. 

. Autauga 

do. 

. Henry 

do. 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS— Continued. 


No 


Name. 


55  Wright,  Elvin 

56  Lawson,  Julius .... 

57  Stephens,  Asa 

58  Williams,  Smith. . . 

59  Strauss,  Isadore . . . 

60  Pennington,  Alonzo 

61  Stewart,  N.  B 

62  Storey,  Jas.  W 

63  Moore,  L.  B 

64  Starnes,  M.  E 

65  Maleor,  Jose 

66Maleor,  Dilly 

67  Payne,  Georgia .... 

68  Watson,  Katie 


Residence. 


Henry  county 
Crenshaw  county 


Blount  do. 

Pickens  do. 

Montgomery  county 
Sanford  do . 

Tuskaloosa  do. 

Greeen  do. 

Pike  do. 

Jackson  do. 

Tallapoosa  do. 

do.  do. 

Randolph  do. 

Calhoun  do. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


INDIGENT  PUPILS — HOW  ADMITTED. 

“Application  for  admission  must  be  made  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  in  writing,  and  must  state  their  name, 
age,  place  of  birth,  and  present  residence ; how  long  the 
applicant  has  been  a resident  of  the  State;  that  he  or  she 
is  deaf  and  dumb,  or  blind  ; that  the  applicant,  or  his  or 
her  family  are  unable  to  pay  his  or  her  board  or  tuition. 
This  application  must  be  sworn  to  by  the  applicant,  or  some 
one  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  tiled  with  the  Board ; where- 
upon, the  Board  shall,  if  they  deem  the  proof  sufficient, 
cause  an  order  to  be  entered  upon  their  record  admitting 
said  applicant.” 

PAY  PUPILS. 

Pay  pupils  will  be  charged  two  hundred  dollars  for  board 
and  tuition  for  school  year  of 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  INDIGENT. 

In  relation  to  indigent  pupils,  the  General  Assembly  in 
1871  passed  the  following  act : 

“ In  all  cases  where  the  parents  of  pupils  sent  to  the  In- 
stitution for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the 
Blind,  are  too  poor  to  furnish  them  with  good  and  suffi- 
cient clothing,  or  where  said  pupils  are  without  parents 
and  unable  to  furnish  themselves  with  such  clothing,  the 
judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  from  which  they 
are  sent  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  principal,  who  shall 
procure  such  necessary  clothing,  and  charge  the  same  to 
said  county;  present  the  account,  with  the  vouchers,  to  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  who,  thereupon,  shall  draw 
upon  the  county  treasurer  for  the  amount  so  charged  to 
the  county ; and  the  said  county  shall  annually  assess  and 
collect  by  tax  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  said  order  or 
orders;  and  if  said  county  shall  fail  so  to  do,  the  circuit 
court  in  said  county  shall,  on  application  therefor,  compel 
the  same  by  mandamus. 


forty  weeks. 
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COMPOSITIONS. 


Specimens  of  composition  by  the  pupils  of  the  Mute 
Department.  The  two  on  History  show  our  plan  of  teach- 
ing History.  It  is  the  pupil’s  recollections  of  the  subject 
of  the  lessons  of  one  week.  The  compositions  are  in  the 
language  of  the  pupils,  without  correction,  and  may  be  of 
interest  to  those  interested  in  the  pupils  or  the  Institution. 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Principal. 


IN  THE  YEAR  1803. 

During  Jefferson’s  administration,  the  United  States 
bought  from  France  the  immense  territory  which  included 
in  the  country  between  the  Mississippi  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, which  was  called  “ the  Louisiana  Purchase.”  Spain 
had  once  claimed  the  whole  country  Avest  of  Mississippi. 
Napoleon  was  ruler  of  France,  and  asked  the  United  States 
to  buy  Louisiana  for  fifteen  millions  of  dollars ; because 
he  desired  the  United  States  should  be  more  powerful  than 
all  Great  Britain.  After  the  Revolutionary  war,  there  was 
no  other  war  until  in  the  year  1812.  It  was  called  “ The 
war  of  1812.”  Napoleon  was  in  command  of  the  French 
army  and  at  war  with  England.  While  English  and  French 
were  fighting,  the  United  States  said  they  would  not  help 
either  side.  Napoleon  said  he  would  not  allow  the  Ameri- 
can ships  to  trade  with  England,  nor  would  England  allow 
American  ships  to  trade  with  France ; but  England  said 
she  had  power  and  right  to  seach  American  ships,  and  see 
if  any  sailors  belonging  to  their  government  were  on  board 
of  them.  The  American  seamen  suffered  many  outrages 
from  the  British,  for  many  of  them  were  citizens  of  Ameri- 
ca. The  British  officers  behaved  in  a most  cruel  manner 
toward  the  American  sailors.  At  last  our  government 
would  no  longer  submit  to  such  treatment,  and  declared 
war  against  Great  Britain.  James  Madison  was  President 
during  the  second  war.  The  Americans  made  several  raids 
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into  Canada;  but  the  British  captured  Detroit.  General 
Dearbon  was  appointed  the  chief  commander  of  the  Amer- 
ican army.  They  took  York,  and  began  their  march  against 
Fort  George,  near  the  Niagara  river,  and  captured  it.  In 
the  meantime,  British  drove  back  the  American  army,  and 
recaptured  Fort  George  and  destroyed  many  settlements. 
Captain  Lawrence  was  a distinguished  naval  commander. 
The  frigate  Chesapeake  attacked  the  British  frigate  named 
Shannoh.  After  the  action  was  commenced,  Lawrence  was 
wounded  mortally.  He  cried  to  his  brave  soldiers,  “ Do 
not  give  up  the  ship,”  and  his  dying  words  became  a watch- 
word to  the  seamen.  Commander  Perry  gained  a splendid 
victory  over  the  British  force  on  Lake  Erie.  The  Ameri- 
cans had  nine  vessels  and  the  British  had  six.  The  Brit- 
ish had  heavier  cannons  than  the  Americans,  but  the  Amer- 
icans were  braver  soldiers  than  the  British.  Commodore 
Perry  fought  with  the  British  for  a long  time,  but  his  ves- 
sel, the  “ Lawrence,”  was  almost  sunk — nearly  all  his  sol- 
diers were  killed — fourteen  only  remained.  He  held  his 
battle-flag  and  dropped  down  into  an  open  boat,  and  safely 
reached  another  vessel  amidst  the  cannon  shots  which  were 
flying  over  their  heads.  The  Americans  shouted  with  great 
joy,  but  in  fifteen  minutes  the  British  saw  that  the  Ameri- 
cans could  defeat  them,  and  were  obliged  to  surrender  to 
Perry.  The  British  advanced  to  Washington  and  burned 
the  capitol  and  other  splendid  buildings.  They  sailed  to 
Baltimore  and  attacked  Fort  McHenry,  but  were  defeated 
by  the  Americans.  Their  commander  was  killed,  and  the 
enemy  sailed  away.  The  last  battle  was  at  New  Orleans. 
It  was  a victory  to  the  Americans.  The  treaty  of  peace 
was  signed  before  this  battle.  This  treaty  was  signed  at 
Ghent,  at  Belgium. 

I have  been  at  school  five  years. 

Georgia  It.  Toney. 


THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 


Texas  wanted  to  annex  herself  to  the  United  States. 
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When  Henry  Clay  heard  this,  he  said  that  the  annexation 
would  be  a cause  of  war  with  Mexico.  Afterward  the  war 
resulted  in  184G,  and  continued  two  years.  The  United 
States  were  successful.  The  Mexicans  were  angry  and 
jealous  that  Texas  had  joined  the  Union.  Many  Mexicans 
invaded  Texas  and  committed  many  outrages  on  the  Tex- 
ans. Secondly,  the  southern  States  were  angered  against 
Mexico  on  account  of  the  decree  of  the  Pope  of  Rome, 
the  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  set  all  slaves 
free ; if  the  slaves  of  the  southerners  once  reached  Mexico, 
the  southern  people  could  not  bring  them  back.  This  gave 
them  much  trouble.  Mexico  was  willing  to  his  decree,  but 
the  southerners  were  Dot.  Many  Americans  moved  to 
Texas  and  became  Texas  citizens.  They  increased  rapidly 
there,  and  desired  to  help  Texas  fight  against  Mexico. 
Another  reason  Texas  and  Mexico  disputed,  was  about  the 
boundary  line.  The  Mexican  government  said  that  the 
line  was  the  Neuces  river,  but  the  United  States  govern- 
ment said  it  was  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte.  They  dis- 
puted for  a long  time.  At  last  the  United  States  govern- 
ment said,  “Let  Commissioners  be  appointed  from  each 
country,”  and  they  should  fix  this  line;  but  the  Mexicans 
refused  to  agree  with  the  United  States,  and  they  contin- 
ually treated  the  Texans  cruelly.  President  Polk,  the  elev- 
enth President,  appointed  General  Taylor  and  sent  him  to 
march  writh  a force  to  the  Rio  Grande.  When  they 
marched  there  and  fought  the  Mexicans,  Gen.  Taylor  was 
successful.  When  Congress  heard  the  news  of  these  bat- 
tles, and  sent  a large  army  under  Gen.  Scott,  Gen.  Taylor 
defeated  the  Mexicans  under  Gen.  Santa  Anna  in  two  bat- 
tles, at  Monterey  and  Buena  Yista.  Gen.  Scott  captured 
the  seaport  of  Yera  Cruz,  and  marched  up  the  Cordilleras 
and  reached  their  coast.  The  army  viewed  the  snow- 
capped mountains  and  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Monte- 
zumas  which  rested  in  the  beautiful  valley.  They  beheld 
the  same  scene  that  Cortez  and  his  Spaniards  had  viewed 
with  so  much  pleasure  more  than  three  hundred  years  be- 
fore. The  Mexicans  had  many  fortresses  and  castles — one 


at  Chepultepec  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high, 
and  built  upon  a rock.  The  Mexicans  said  they  knew  that 
the  Americans  could  not  destroy  or  capture  the  strongholds 
of  Churubusco  and  Chepultepec ; but  their  hopes  were  in 
vain,  for  the  Americans  captured  both  and  entered  the  city 
of  Mexico.  After  the  capture  of  the  Mexican  capital,  they 
made  a treaty  of  peace  in  February  of  the  next  year.  The 
Mexican  government  gave  the  whole  of  California  to  our 
government.  Some  Americans  had  moved  and  settled  in 
California.  Before  the  Mexican  war  began,  Capt.  John  C. 
Fremont,  who  had  lived  in  Oregon,  heard  that  the  Mexi- 
cans in  California  gave  the  Americans  so  much  trouble,  he 
became  enraged  and  determined  to  help  the  Americans* 
So,  ke  went  into  California  to  prevent  the  Mexicans  from 
treating  the  Americans  cruelly.  Captains  Sloat  and  Stock- 
ton  captured  some  strong  seaports  in  California.  It  seemed 
that  Providence  intended  to  punish  the  Spaniards  and  Ho- 
man Catholics  for  their  wickedness  and  oppression.  The 
war  ended  in  the  year  1848.  In  a few  years  some  people 
of  California  found  great  quantities  of  gold  on  the  Ameri- 
can river.  They  digged  the  mines  to  get  it,  and  sold  it  to 
the  chief  cities.  Many  people  rushed  there  to  get  a chance 
to  make  a fortune,  as  the  news  of  the  discovery  of  the  gold 
mines  soon  spread  through  the  chief  cities.  California 
then  produced  large  abundance  of  gold;  now  great  quan- 
tities of  wheat,  wool  and  wine.  The  people  of  California 
cultivated  their  grape  vine  yards  very  well.  They  grow 
very  rapidly  and  finely,  and  then  they  gathered  the  grapes 
and  make  fine  wine,  and  sell  it  to  the  chief  cities.  San 
Francisco,  in  the  west  of  California,  has  become  large  and 
fine  commercial  city.  They  trade  with  China  and  India. 
Calfornia  was  a part  of  the  territory,  but  it  became  a State 
in  the  year  1850. 

I have  been  at  school  five  years. 

Lalla  Toney. 


THE  GREAT  OCEAN. 

Many  ages  before  the  creation  of  man  there  were  no 
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divisions  of  the  water  as  now.  We  have  the  Hoty  Bible 
as  authority,  saying  the  earth  was  founded  upon  the  seas 
and  upon  the  floods.  The  seas  are  still  great  sheets  of 
salt  water,  which  cover  about  tliree-fourtlis  of  the  earth. 
During  the  creation  the  bodies  were  but  fragments  in  the 
boundless  waters,  which  the  floods  lifted  up,  forming  dry 
land  of  what  was  once  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  The  winds 
and  storms  blow  across  the  oceans  and  raise  high  waves. 
It  is  most  wonderful  to  behold  such  things,  such  as  no  hand 
on  the  earth  can  cause.  Some  people  have  thought  that 
they  could  make  vessels  to  go  under  the  water  and  see 
these  most  wonderful  things  in  its  bottomless  depth.  The 
great  ocean  now  rolls  over  the  mighty  rocks  made  ages 
ago,  for  the  land  now  at  bottom  of  sea  was  once  dry  and 
then  submerged  and  again  thrown  out  of  the  water  to  be 
again  submerged.  Some  places  in  the  ocean  are  some- 
what more  than  five  miles  deep.  The  people  have  found 
coral  reefs  in  the  bottom  of  seas,  which  were  submerged 
or  formed  there.  The  seas  are  very  useful  for  convenience 
in  transporting  the  ships  with  their  cargoes  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  The  water  is  divided  into  five  oceans,  called 
Pacific,  Atlantic,  Arctic,  Antarctic,  and  Indian  Ocean. 
The  Arctic  and  Antarctic  are  not  fully  explored,  because 
these  regions  are  very  cold  and  frozen,  on  that  account 
they  cannot  be  explored.  Dr.  Kane,  in  his  search  after 
Sir  John  Franklin,  has  gone  farther  than,  perhaps,  any 
other  man  in  this  frozen  ocean. 

OSCE  IvOBERTS. 


VACATION. 

The  deaf  mute  and  the  blind  pupils  of  this  Institution, 
last  second  day  of  July,  had  a few  hours  of  examination, 
then  they  returned  to  their  homes  from  this  Institution. 
Some  of  them  stayed  here,  because  they  have  no  fathers 
or  mothers.  They  worked  in  the  vegetable  or  flower  gar- 
dens, sometimes.  If  there  were  any  bad  weeds  in  the 
garden  or  in  the  flowers  they  cut  them  down  and  taking 
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much  care  of  them  all.  They  were  very  useful  to  make 
their  own  living.  The  others  were  not  confined  in  the 
school-room  to  learn  their  lesson  in  the  vacation.  They 
were  very  animated,  going  home  to  rest  three  months. 
They  again  assembled  in  the  school  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber. The  teachers  well  devote  their  time  in  teaching  their 
pupils  about  40  weeks,  for  the  teachers  wished  their  pupils 
to  obtain  a good  education  and  to  learn  to  work  for  their 
own  living.  They  will  try  to  learn  their  lesson  and  learn 
to  be  useful  too,  and  become  respected.  The  teachers  will 
be  proud  of  them.  If  they  do  not  understand  the  words, 
they  must  ask  the  teacher,  who  will  explain  to  them. 
Every  Christmas  we  often  have  our  enjoyment,  and  we 
sometimes  have  a Christmas  tree,  and  our  teachers  some- 
times kindly  give  us  a nice  dinner  and  supper — we  enjoy 
ourselves  very  much.  Last  Christmas  they  were  very 
much  pleased  with  the  Tableaux ; the  monkey  made  every- 
body laugh.  I hope  to  have  much  pleasure  again  at 
Christmas  time. 

H.  J.  Brundage. 


THE  HEAVENS. 

God  created  the  Heavens  above  us,  and  shows  us  the 
wonderful  work  of  his  own  hands.  The  Psalmist  says 
truly : 

“The  Heavens  declare  the  gloiy  of  God,  and  the  Firma- 
ment showeth  his  handy-work.”  “Day  unto  day  uttereth 
speech,  and  night  unto  night  showeth  knowledge.”  For 
the  Heavens  do  not  speak  to  us,  but  the  bright  and  twink- 
ling stars  and  planets  above  us,  show  us  the  power  of  our 
Creator,  and  one  of  these  never  falls  without  his  help. 
The  Heavenly  orbs  daily  give  us  light,  the  sun  by  day  and 
stars  by  night.  When  the  night  comes  the  beautiful  moon 
reigns  queen  in  the  Heavens,  with  her  splendid  bright 
light  shining,  oh ! how  luminous — bright  stars  are  her  com- 
panions. We  must  acknowledge  much  to  God  for  his 
mercy  and  goodness  in  giving  us  the  benefit  of  their  light, 
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for  we  cannot  live  without  it.  The  words  Heavens,  Firm- 
ament, or  the  blue  Sky  mean  the  same.  We  live  below  the 
moon  and  stars  on  our  star  called  earth.  The  rainbow  is 
set  up  in  the  Heavens,  showing  its  beautiful  colors  all 
blended.  It  is  a token  of  a promise  that  God  gives  us  that 
the  world  never  will  be  destroyed  by  another  flood.  We 
must  remember  this. 

I have  been  at  school  for  live  years. 

Virginia  McCaine. 


BEAUTIFUL  SNOW. 

I always  think  of  the  snow  as  different  from  the  hail  and 
ice.  I do  not  know  how  the  Almighty  Creator  made  it  so 
beautiful.  It  lies  on  the  ground  like  a white  robe  and  is 
an  emblem  of  purity.  If  the  moist  air  meets  the  cold  cur- 
rent of  air  while  it  is  falling  lightly,  snow  is  formed.  The 
snowflakes  have  many  beautiful  shapes.  If  we  look  with 
a microscope  we  can  see  it  has  many  varieties  of  shape. 
We  admire  it  more  then  because  we  can  see  its  beauty  and 
variety,  and  think  of  it  as  the  work  of  God.  When  it  falls 
on  the  mountains  the  warmth  of  the  sun  melts  it  and  it 
runs  down  into  the  valley  in  streams.  How  beautiful  the 
scene  when  the  snow  is  falling  gently  without  a breath  of 
wind,  and  the  trees  and  bushes  are  robed  in  it.  Where 
there  are  many  crystals  hanging  to  the  limbs  of  the  trees, 
and  under  the  eaves  of  the  houses,  sparkling  like  diamonds, 
most  beautiful  indeed  ; but  the  sun  shines  out  from  behind 
a cloud  and  soon  they  vanish,  returning  to  the  ocean 
whence  they  came.  God  makes  many  wonderful  things, 
but  the  snow  is  the  most  beautiful  of  all  His  works.  Wq 
must  thank,  and  acknowledge,  we  are  indebted  to  His 
mercies  and  goodness  for  all  the  things  that  are  beautiful 
and  useful.  I hope  that  there  will  be  a fall  of  snow  next 
month.  We  seldom  have  snow  in  the  South. 

I have  been  in  school  five  years. 

Georgia  E.  Toney. 


WINTER. 

During  the  Fall  the  farmers  save  the  fodder  of  their  crops 
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of  corn  for  their  cattle  and  hogs  to  eat,  and  they  will  have 
plenty  to  keep  them  comfortable,  in  barns,  all  Winter. 
Now  the  cold  cliuate  comes  over  many  places,  and  the 
trees  become  red  or  yellow  till  the  leaves  fall  down,  and 
they  are  naked.  But  in  the  spring  the  trees  will  have  plenty 
green  leaves  again.  Our  Maker  causes  the  snow  to  fall 
down,  which  gives  the  boys  much  pleasure  playing  with 
snow-balls ; for  they  love  to  throw  snow-balls  at  each  other. 
The  rivers  are  frozen  over  with  ice,  and  the  boys  love  to 
skate,  and  slip,  and  fall.  We  have  no  vegetables  in  Win- 
ter, but  the  farmers  have  many  flocks  of  cattle,  sheep,  and 
hogs,  which  were  in  the  pasture  during  the  Summer.  They 
often  washed  the  flocks  of  sheep  so  nicely  ; they  took  their 
large  pair  of  shears,  and  cut  the  wool  off  the  sheep.  I 
think  they  were  very  glad  to  have  wool,  which  is  very  use- 
ful to  dye,  and  make  yarn  wool,  then  it  is  made  into  cloth 
— so  nice.  Boys  need  to  have  their  coats  made  warm- 
We  all  are  very  glad  to  have  our  thick  clothes  for  Winter. 
The  butterflies,  and  snakes,  and  other  reptiles  go  into  their 
holes,  and  remain  there  until  Spring.  The  birds  go  far  to 
the  south  and  spend  their  winter.  I have  been  at  school 
about  five  years. 

Ella  Z.  Groom. 


MISSIONARY  WORK. 

In  ancient  times  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands,  and  in 
many  sections  of  Africa  and  Asia,  the  people  had  various 
kinds  of  idol  worship.  They  thought  this  was  right,  but 
they  were  mistaken.  Wise  and  good  people  felt  pity  for 
•them  because  they  did  not  know  anything  about  the  word 
of  our  Saviour,  our  Maker,  and  our  Creator.  On  Sunday 
morning  the  people  came  to  church,  and  the}'  heard  the 
preachers  telling  about  the  ignorance  of  the  islanders. 
They  collected  means  from  the  people  who  were  in  the 
church.  The  minister  distributed  this  to  some  men  who 
were  appointed  to  be  missionaries  and  they  were  sent  to 
the  islands.  They  stayed  there  for  several  years  to  preach 
to  the  ignorant  people  about  the  word  of  our  Savior.  The 
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preacher  saw  the  ignorant  people  making  idols  for  worship 
and  soon  he  called  them  and  explained  to  them  that  idols 
could  not  create,  and  ought  not  to  be  worshipped.  He 
wished  to  know  and  asked  them  : “ Can  they,  or  idols? 

save  themselves?”  They  replied,  “yes.”  He  felt  great 
pity  for  them,  because  they  thought  they  would  be  happy 
in  Heaven,  but  were  so  mistaken.  He  explained  to  them. 
They  were  cruel  and  unkind  to  each  other,  and  he  said  he 
felt  anxious  that  they  would  adjure  idolatry,  and  become 
Christians.  He  heard  them  talking  to  themselves  that  they 
would  adjure  their  idol.  He  was  glad  that  they  did  so,  and 
he  preached  to  them  about  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  soon 
they  became  Christians.  The  people  of  Madagascar,  when 
they  heard  that  their  missionary  was  coming  home,  and 
soon  they  dissuaded  him.  He  told  them  that  if  he  wanted 
to  visit  his  wife  and  children,  he  would  come  again  to  them. 
When  the  Christians  heard  that  the  missionary  could  not 
come  back  to  Madagascar,  they  were  sorry  ; but  they  re- 
membered their  missionary’s  work  and  words.  They  told 
to  each  other  that  they  loved  him  as  their  kindest  father. 

Josephine  Maleae. 


CHRISTMAS. 

The  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  is  the  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  We  annually  cele- 
brate and  remember  Christ’s  birth-day.  This  is  called 
the  Christmas-day.  Often  the  parents  get  ready  for 
it,  buying  pretty  presents  for  the  little  children  and 
hiding  them.  They  call  their  children  and  tell  them 
that  if  they  do  not  behave  well  Santa  Claus  would 
not  put  pretty  presents  in  the  bad  children’s  stockings, 
which  are  hung  on  a wall  near  the  fireside.  They  become 
afraid  of  loosing  his  favor  and  behave  very  well.  When 
night  of  Christmas  eve — the  children  who  hanged  their 
stockings,  go  to  bed.  After  a long  time  Santa  Claus  comes 
and  puts  some  pretty  presents  in  the  stockings.  When 
they  arise  early  in  the  morning,  they  run  and  are  much 
pleased  to  get  them  and  show  them  to  their  friends.  They 


are  usually  much  delighted  all  day.  We  sometimes  have 
a Christmas  tree,  aud  this  gives  much  pleasure.  I very 
much  overjoy  it,  covered  with  pretty  presents  appearing  so 
gayly.  We  spend  much  time  in  enjoying  ourselves  in  the 
Christmas  days.  I have  been  at  school  about  four  years. 

Dillie  Melear. 


MOTHER  EARTH. 

In  the  beginning  water  covered  the  earth  and  surrounded 
it  as  the  air  does  now.  Out  of  the  water  melted  stones, 
lava  and  ashes  were  thrown.  This  formed  islands  and  con- 
tinents. This  was  done  by  the  agency  of  heat.  The  smallest 
plants  grew  there,  for  they  had  little  soil  to  live  on.  Now  you 
see  the  large  and  strong  plants  grow  and  stand  firmly  on  the 
bosom  of  the  earth,  for  they  take  root  deep  in  the  earth, 
thus  the  trees  and  plants  stand  firmly.  Some  of  them  die 
in  the  winter  because  they  miss  the  warmth  of  the  sun  ; but 
others  that  are  stronger  still  live  through  the  whole  year. 
We  keep  some  seed,  for  we  wish  to  plant  them  in  the  spring. 
The  naked  trees  look  lonely  then,  for  their  leaves  fall  to 
the  earth,  and  the  angry  winter  winds  come  and  scatter 
them  ; but  the  trees  wait  patiently  to  have  another  new 
and  beautiful  garment ; for  when  the  spring  comes,  the 
trees  and  plants  begin  to  have  green  and  pretty  foliage. 
They  suck  up  the  sap  through  their  roots.  They  stand 
up  straight  and  show  that  they  love  the  warmth  of  the  sun. 
The  earth  wears  many  beautiful  flowers  on  her  bosom. 
We  love  them  and  admire  their  beauties.  When  we  begin 
to  plant  the  seeds  in  the  earth,  we  feel  the  earth  is  our 
mother,  for  she  is  kind  and  nourishes  the  seed  and  gives 
them  back  to  us  in  a more  bountiful  form,  as  a mother  feeds 
her  infant  and  it  grows  in  strength.  Our  blood  is  made 
from  the  food  we  eat.  We  must  feel  grateful  to  our  Maker, 
for  He  gives  us  this  good  mother  to  supply  our  wants. 
The  earth  has  an  attraction  in  its  centre  called  gravitation. 
"When  a ball  or  a stone  is  thrown  up  in  the  air,  it  is  attracted 
to  the  ground.  This  -work,  too,  is  in  the  hands  of  our  God, 
and  we  do  not  understand  it,  but  we  trust  Him,  for  we 
know  His  greatness.  I have  been  at  school  five  years. 

Lallie  Toney. 


